a proposed new community stadium

for Wimbledon’s football club

“Returning to a stadium in Plough Lane would not only be the
culmination of an astonishing rebirth for Wimbledon’s football club,
it would also create a significant community asset for Merton.”

“This brochure outlines our proposal
to create a new community stadium
in Plough Lane, Merton. As part of
the local council’s “call for sites”
process, we are asking for the site,
currently the location of a run-down
greyhound stadium, to be designated
for use as a football ground.
“A new stadium development will see
League football return to Merton, it will
allow AFC Wimbledon to grow and
rise still further up the divisions and
it will enable the club and the council
to develop significant community
initiatives of direct tangible benefit to
local residents.
“AFC Wimbledon has enjoyed
an astonishing 11-year rise since
starting again on the bottom rung of
the football ladder in 2002. But we
have outgrown our current ground,

Kingsmeadow, in Kingston upon
Thames. We need a new stadium
to allow more people to watch our
matches, to improve the matchday
experience for our supporters, to
extend our potential revenue through
sponsorship and corporate initiatives
and to provided much-needed facilities
for hosting private events.

“As a community-owned club we are
run in a prudent and sustainable way.
We have demonstrated that football
clubs can be a powerful force for
good in their communities. Re-locating
finally back to the area we are proud to
represent will enable us to extend the
range of activities we run, support and
encourage.

“But AFC Wimbledon is not a normal
football club. We were founded by
our fans and we are owned by our
fans. We do not pay lip-service to
supporter involvement and community
projects - they are our raison d’etre.
We are fiercely proud not only of our
first team’s achievements on the pitch,
but of our club’s significant and diverse
achievements in the wider Wimbledon
community - despite being currently
based across the borough boundary
with a Kingston postcode.

“If you would like more information
about our proposals, please look
at the full documentation on the
Merton website www.tinyurl.com/
mertonplanning or email us on
newstadium@afcwimbledon.ltd.uk”

Erik Samuelson,
AFC Wimbledon
Chief Executive

The AFC Wimbledon Community Stadium Proposal
As part of the development of the wider Plough Lane site, working in partnership with Galliard Homes Limited,
the proposal’s key points are:
•

To build (in stages) a high-quality 20,000-seat stadium suitable for Championship level football. The initial stadium will
open with a capacity of approximately 11,000 at a build cost of £16m.

•

To integrate the stadium into the wider Plough Lane development which will become a focal point and a catalyst
for further development in the local area. The development will include 600 residential units, car parking, retail and
commercial space, a leisure club, and facilities to cater for a wide range of private functions, from weddings and
conferences to birthday parties.

•

To use the new stadium to generate income to secure the long-term sustainability of AFC Wimbledon while maintaining
affordable matchday admission prices and increasing attendances.

For the club and its charitable foundation to use the stadium facilities to provide a range of activities that will:
•

attract all age groups from all sections of the local communities

•

promote sporting participation, education, social inclusion and health

•

provide employment

•

enable the club to build close links with local businesses and residents.

The benefits for the community of Wimbledon
A new community stadium
will provide significant social
and economic benefits to
the local area. The club’s
long-term vision for the
stadium is closely aligned to
the economic development
strategy for Merton and will
contribute to the realisation
of the area’s medium-term
to long-term strategic
economic and social
objectives.

A new community stadium
will create jobs and
encourage spending. In the
short-term, the construction
phase of the stadium and
residential areas will create
high-worth construction
jobs. Comparable stadium/
residential developments
elsewhere have generated
the equivalent of more than
350 full time jobs annually.
The revenue that will be
generated each year by
the stadium is forecast to
be between £6.6 million
and £7.5 million, providing
a boost to the local area.
Average attendances of
around 10,000 would
provide an estimated total
annual financial injection to
Merton of £12.7 million.

A new community stadium
will also enable Merton
to develop a reputation
as a sports destination,
building on the global
awareness generated by
the tennis championships,
thereby helping to meet
the council’s objective of
attracting more tourists to
the borough.

If the plans get the goahead, AFC Wimbledon
would become a key
strategic partner in
increasing health and
happiness among local
residents, allowing the
club to develop its current
award-winning community
programmes and expand
still further.

We Are Wimbledon - 125 years of Wimbledon’s Football Club
A football club has represented Wimbledon since 1889. Originally formed as Old Centrals by boys from Central
School, the club became Wimbledon Old Centrals and then plain Wimbledon FC as they moved from ground to
ground around the borough competing initially in local London leagues.
In 1912, after a couple of years playing home games on the site of the current greyhound stadium, the club played its first
game in its new ground a few yards further up Plough Lane against Tooting Town.
Wimbledon became one of the giants of the non-league game,
winning the FA Amateur Cup in 1963. In the 1970s their FA Cup
exploits gave Wimbledon national prominence as they defeated
First Division Burnley before taking League Champions
Leeds United to a replay.
This prominence resulted in Wimbledon being elected
to the fourth tier of the Football League in 1977.
Incredibly, within nine years the club reached the top
division of the Football League, finishing sixth in their
first season there.
Their most famous hour came in 1988 when they
defeated Liverpool to lift the FA Cup and paraded it
triumphantly through the streets of Merton before
a civic reception. Four years later Wimbledon FC

became founder members of the Premier League and a
14 year stay in the top flight lasted until 2000. The Taylor
Report demanded all-seater stadia, which prompted the
club to groundshare with Crystal Palace from 1991. Reserve
team games were played at Plough Lane until the end of
the millennium when the then council removed the covenant
stipulating that the site be used for sports purposes. The
ground subsequently had flats built on it.
In 2002 an FA Commission allowed the club’s owners to move
it to Milton Keynes, where Wimbledon FC was subsequently
renamed. Outraged fans maintained that the essence of a
football club resided in its community and its fanbase and
not in the legal entity that possessed its League place. They
voted unanimously to re-form their club to keep the name of
Wimbledon’s football team alive.
In August 2002 AFC Wimbledon began life in the Combined
Counties League, at the lowest level of senior football. In
a second incredible rise, five promotions in nine years saw
Wimbledon regain their Football League status in May 2011.
Season 2013/14 is their third back at League Two level.

The club’s community work
AFC Wimbledon was formed by fans who did not want the people of Merton to lose a key community asset. As such it
has prioritised community work and co-operation across Merton since 2002, and is in the process of forming a Charitable
Foundation to oversee and develop its involvements still further. The schemes that the club currently run generate an
estimated £1.4million in social value for the borough and the club has been recognised by the Prime Minister for its work in
this area.
Current projects include:
• Sports participation projects, including After School Clubs, Saturday Football Club, Holiday Football Courses, The
Football League Kids Cup and The Football League Girls Cup. Nine hundred contact hours are provided each season,
through 14 dedicated coaching personnel.
• Education projects, including The Stadium School Mathematics Project, The Football League ‘What’s Your Goal?’
competition for young people and literacy initiative days at local schools.

• Various social inclusion projects, including working with the charity, Street League, to 		
reduce the number of 16- to 25-year olds currently not in education, employment or 		
training. Another example was a collaborative project, “The Big Blast Band” where 		
learning-disabled people were taught to play musical instruments and then performed at
halftime at a home game.
• Health education projects, including Blood Pressure Awareness Day, Prostate Cancer 		
Awareness Days and Walking Football, combined with guidance on exercise and dietary advice.
• Community events, including Merton’s Winter Wonderland Parade, Wimbledon Village
Annual Fair and The AFC Wimbledon Experience , in which children who are helped
by local charities enjoy a matchday at the club.
One of the most exciting benefits of the
proposed new stadium is that it would
allow the club to extend the range,
scale and scope of this work from
a new base in the heart of its
community.

In 2012 AFC
Wimbledon received
the Prime Minister’s
Big Society Award for
its great community
work. Presenting
the award Hugh
Robertson, Minister
for Sport and the
Olympics, said:
“Football clubs across
the country have
an important role
to play in their local
community and AFC
Wimbledon is a fine
example of this. They
are worthy recipients
for the Big Society
Award for their
community projects
and I wish them every
success in the future.”

QUESTIONS
How will the club fund this development?
Constructing the first phase of the stadium is expected to
cost in the region of £16m. Funds will be raised through
a combination of naming rights for the new stadium, a
Community Share issue and enabling development.
How often will the stadium be used?
AFC Wimbledon play on average 30 first team home
games a season across all competitions. The wider leisure
and community facilities will be available virtually every day,
throughout the year.
What will the impact on existing local residents be? Will
there be disruption?
With regard to the effect of match days on public transport
and pedestrian footfall, the club and its strategic partners
will work closely with the council and local interest groups
at every stage of the planning, construction and operational
phases of the project to ensure that everything runs as
smoothly as possible with minimum impact on residents.

AFC Wimbledon supporters have an excellent reputation
for good behaviour, and the club has clear and effective
procedures agreed with local authorities and the police to
ensure that any isolated examples of antisocial behaviour
are dealt with promptly and effectively.
Can the club guarantee that the proposed community
activities as outlined in this and any subsequent
submissions will actually come into effect?
Absolutely. Community activity has been at the heart of the
AFC Wimbledon project since 2002. The club is owned and
run by its fans and its performance is reviewed regularly by
the Dons Trust, which lists community involvement among
its core objectives. To underpin this commitment the club
is in the process of forming a Charitable Foundation, under
which many of its communities activities will be run.
Is the club considering any other sites in Merton?
The greyhound stadium site was clearly identified in a
Merton-wide search by independent consultants Colliers
International as the best possible site of 19 considered, in

terms of both its suitability as a football ground and how
the development would assist in the regeneration of that
part of the borough.

5,000 and many games are already sold out. It does not
provide adequate commercial facilities or enable the club to
participate more widely with its community.

How long will it take to build the stadium?

And, of course, crucially, it’s not in Wimbledon. The club’s
supporters united against an FA decision in 2002 so that
they could right two wrongs: one was the transference of
a Football League place to a town that had done nothing
to deserve it, and the other was the removal of a club
from the community that gave it its name and nurtured it.
On the first count, AFC Wimbledon won back the League
place in 2011. On the second, a return to a stadium in
Wimbledon would bring the Dons home after more than
20 years in exile and return to Merton one of its prime
community assets.

First, Merton Council submit their report to an independent
inspector, appointed by the government, who will decide
whether the site can be used for a football stadium. If the
inspector confirms that it can be used for that purpose, the
club will be able to submit a formal planning application for
the council to approve. All this could take until next spring,
with planning consent taking several months to obtain after
that. If everything goes according to plan, work could begin
on the site about two years from now.
Why can’t the club stay at its current ground,
Kingsmeadow?
Kingsmeadow was a short-term purchase to enable
the club to grow from birth. The club has quite simply
outgrown this temporary home. Kingsmeadow cannot
easily be extended beyond a capacity of approximately

AFC Wimbledon
www.afcwimbledon.co.uk
newstadium@afcwimbledon.ltd.uk
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